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Synopsis

US Navy rail operations on Oahu began in 1908 with construction railroads used to help build the
shipyard. Expansion of Pearl Harbor to include the submarine base and the naval magazine on
Kuahua Island required a permanent railroad, which was begun in 1911. This construction provided
industrial employment to hundreds of local men in the existing agricultural economy, and the influx
of additional manpower from the mainland contributed to an increasingly skilled and diverse
population. World War Il brought about a dramatic increase in Navy railroad operations in support of
the war effort. Success in the Pacific theater of operations depended on the Navy’s railroads,
equipment, and the Oahu Railway & Land Company (OR&L), which connected all the bases. The
ORA&L abandoned its main line in December 1947. By the mid-1950s, railroad operations at Pearl
Harbor also ceased. Rail operations continued at and between Naval Magazine Lualualei and

Ammunition Depot West Loch through the Korean Conflict and Vietnam era, ending in 1972.
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Customer Reviews



| got my copy of this book recently and have been thoroughly enjoying it. tAfA¢A a -A a,¢s a
wonderful resource, full of excellent photos, and is fascinating to page through and then to read
closely. Anyone with a deep interest in Hawaiian or military history or in railroads should consider
getting "Oahu’s Narrow-Gauge Navy Rail." Mr. Livingston has added to our knowledge of the
evolution of railroads on Oahu in general and at Pearl Harbor in particular. His attention to detail and
careful research have really paid off. The Hawaiian Railway Society is fortunate indeed to have him

as its Historian.

this is a long overdue book covering this little known operation, tracesof which still exist, the author

is to be congratulated on his research,

good account of a little known chapter in Hawaiian railway history. Well researched

Exceeded my expectations

great read
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